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affecting the universe or mankind in any unnatural or
supernatural way, contrary to the ascertained truths of
science, and at the same time not amenable to scientific

investigation is.....so the Soviet system declared.....

merely the superstition, and the faith in magic, of the
ignorant."

The Soviet Union, after the revolution, stood firmly
for the violent denunciation, and energetic uprooting
from its one end to the other of this superstition, super-
naturalism, mysticism and dogmatism, which had
resulted into innumerable traditional and proverbial
beliefs and practices leading ultimately to stark and
chronic ignorance of the masses. " So strongly does
primitive man cling to the superstition and magic,
derived from his barbarous ancestry, that no work of
raising to a higher level of civilization, not only of the
workers in the cities, but also of the huge mass of
barbarians and even savage peoples of the backward
regions of the U. S. S. R., the entirely unsettled races of
the Arctic circle or the Central Asian mountains ; the
nomadic tribes; the scattered hunters and fishers of
northern and eastern Siberia ; and witri all these, the
slow moving and stubborn peasantry of the remote
villages of the great plain, could be undertaken by the
Soviet Government, unless all the beliefs and supersti-
tions which obstruct the adoption of scientific methods
of production and prevention were eradicated from their
minds.'* For this purpose, the social atmosphere in
Soviet Union is so created, that it is repugnant and
unfriendly to any form of supernaturaiism.

The vocation of leadership has commanded the
exclusion from the schools and the newspapers of any
approval of supernaturaiism, and in substituting for it
the complete inculcation of science-in all the relations